Break The ex-St
Columba’s pupil is
looking forward to gig

Anthony picked to open
for Joan at Concert Hall

WhenJoan Armatrading
plays in Perth on Octo-
 ber 29, most people in
- the audience will have
bought a ticket to see a
world famous name and
adistinctive sound.

The enduring singeris play-
ing in 56 concerts across the
UK, marking therelease ofher
latest album, ‘Starlight’

There is however an extra
treatin store: Anthony Mcln-
tyre is an understated singer
and songwriter,originally from
Monzie, whohascaughtjoan’s
ear... WRITES MEL BONN.

He’sbeen picked to support
Joan Armatradingwith 15min-
utes of his own music in the
warm-up to the main showin
Perth Concert Hall.

Joantookapersonalinterest
in pickingyounglocaltalentto
represent each town and city
along the tourroute.

In the cover notes ofacom-
pilation album which brings
together 56 newbands andin-

dividuals, Joan wrote: “I love
to seethe opening artistswho
appear with me on each tour.
I1feel as if I'm having my own
private gig each night when I
listento them and Iwatchhow
the audiences react to their
music.

“Ibelieve the UK hasalot of
untapped musical talentand I
wanted to find these emerging
singer/songwriters to present
them to audiences.”

Anthony, a former pupil of
St Dominic’s in Crieffand St.
Columba’s in Perth, has only
been pursuing musicseriously
for the past two years.

He's had his breakthrough
since making connectionsvia
mentoring at Clearwater Stu-
diosin Perth.

ThesongthatAnthonychose
toplayforJoan Armatrading’s

‘Local Talent’ auditioniscalled
‘For the Old Fella®

It'sthekind of song thatonce

heard, you cannever getout of
your mind. 3

“It’s difficult for me to play
it, it’'svery personal””

Anthonyisayoungmanwith
asearinglypainful message to
convey in the song he wrote
backwhen he was 18.

“] didn’t mention it to an-
yone for about a year after I
started coming regularly to
play at Clearwater””

You can understand why
when you see his audition
tape, the songis beautiful but
his performance brings him
closeto emotional breakdown
in the process.

He comes from a big family
- three sisters and six broth-
ers, many of whom are musi-

caltoo.

Anthony had no real mu-
sic training “I wish I had,” he
told the PA,” but when I was
at school, lads played sports;
it wouldn’t have gone down
well if I'd been singing tunes
or walking about with a gui-
tarround myneck, soitnever
came out, the musicinme.”

Now at 25, all that has
changed.

He’staught himself the gui-
tar, mandolin and ukulele and

has followed his passion for

music, playing at every open
mic night he can around
Perth.

He made his debutin Edin-
burgh at Qut of the Bedroom,
the biggestopen micfestivalin
Scotland aged 19, after “being
dragged there by friends.”

Adipinconfidence sawhim

briefly dabble with a careerin
hospitality, workingin a hotel
in Crieff, but he decided his
future was in music and gave
itup.

Last year, Anthony was
nominated for the Frankie
Miller songwriter of the year
award atthe Scottish New Mu-
sic Awards.

Around the Fair City he’s
performed at BBC Blast, the
Andy Warholl show and In-
spire Youth Music.

Reflecting on attending the
photoshootat Anfield stadium
inLiverpool, with all the other
successful Local Talentmusi-
cians, Anthony said Joan Ar-
matrading was friendly and
encouraging.

He continued: “I'm really
looking forward to seeing her
again when it’s time for the
showin Perth.”

Catch Perth’s Local Talent
when AnthonyMcIntyreopens
for Joan Armatrading at Perth
Concert Hall a week on Mon-
day, 7.30pm.



